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SANCOLD Conference 2015:

The SANCOLD Conference 2015 held from 1 to 3
September 2015 in Cape Town was a great
success. We had just on 200 delegates. The
Conference theme was: “Dam safety,
maintenance & rehabilitation of dams in
Southern Africa.” Some 47 excellent papers
were prepared and presented. Copies of the
Proceedings are available in both hard- and soft
copy at R200 per set. Please contact the
SANCOLD Secretary or Treasurer to place your
order.

An innovation this year was the inclusion of a
parallel session during the morning of day 2. We
had a mixed reaction to this matter when
evaluating the Conference, but it seemed to
have gained overall support. The programme
also allowed for good discussions during each
session. In general, the overwhelming view was
that the Conference was well organised and was
rated good to excellent.
Some positive
suggestions for improvements were made and
have been taken forward for ICOLD 2016 and
future SANCOLD Conferences.

SANCOLD Chairperson Danie Badenhorst
Opening the Conference

2015 Proceedings available at R200
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Dr Theo van Robbroeck delivered the Keynote
address which aptly looked back at his long
career in water resources development.
SANCOLD celebrated its 50th Anniversary and
Theo was involved in its formative years,
culminating in the 1994 ICOLD Annual Meeting
and Congress in Durban.
Theo’s Keynote
Address is contained in the Conference
Proceedings.
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L:R: Paul Roberts, Danie Badenhorst, Theo van
Robbroeck and Quentin Shaw

Treasurer David Cameron-Ellis at the AGM

An attentive audience!

Parallel Session

Refreshment breaks in the exhibition area

PCO Team: Paul Vinagre, Lerato Miyen, Tanya
Angell-Schau, Gugu Buthelezi & Nom Buthelezi

Clanwilliam Dam Model

Winner of the prize for the Young Engineer’s
Best Paper and Presentation Louis Coetzee
which was sponsored and presented by
Quentin Shaw of ARQ
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Two Technical Tours were arranged to:
 Canwilliam and Bulshoek Dams;
 Table Mountain Dams.

Clanwilliam Wildflower Show

Clanwilliam Dam

Mark Wegerhoff explaining the raising
Inspecting a Table Mountain Dam

Dam crest and works area

Kombi convoy

Bulshoek Dam and leakage
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Membership Contact Details

Please inform the SANCOLD Secretary of changes
in your e-mail address or other contact details.

SANCOLD Membership

SANCOLD has two membership classes namely:
 Corporate Membership;
 Individual Membership.
SANCOLD was restructured in September 2008
and a membership recruitment drive started
shortly thereafter. The growth in the two
membership categories over the years is
depicted graphically below. The growth in
Corporate Membership has been rather static.
Individual membership has grown very well at a
compound rate of about 15% per annum. I hope
that the ECSA initiative discussed below will add
further impetus to this increase.
Invoices for the 2016 SANCOLD Membership
fees will be sent out at the end of 2015. The
SANCOLD Management Committee approved
the following fees for 2016 which are a 5%
increase on the 2015 fees. SANCOLD has to pay
the annual ICOLD Membership fee which is in
Euro each year and the weakening of the Rand
SANCOLD News
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The attendees were informed that the SANCOLD
Management Committee had taken a decision to
extend the term of office of the Committee to
ensure continuity for the forthcoming ICOLD
Annual Meeting in 2016 in South Africa. The
next election will thus be towards the end of
2016. No SANCOLD Conference will be held next
year and SANCOLD members were encouraged
to attend ICOLD 2016 where CPD points can be
obtained.

200

2011
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A SANCOLD Annual Meeting was held on 1
September.
Chairperson Danie Badenhorst
presented the SANCCOLD Annual Report and
Treasurer David Cameron-Ellis the Annual
Financial Statements. The Annual Report 2015
and the draft minutes of the Annual Meeting are
on the SANCOLD website.

The membership fees for 2016 are:
Group 1: Corporate Members - Fee R4 200,00
Group 2: Individual Members - Fee R420,00
Please remember to pay before 31 March 2016
to qualify for a substantial discount.

2010

SANCOLD AGM

results in a higher effective fee in Rand terms.
We have attempted to keep the increase to
below the inflation rate.

2009

Attendance of SANCOLD 2015 was accredited
with CPD points. Certificates were sent after the
Conference to the delegates.
The Validation number on the ECSA website is
SANCOLD-2015/1

SANCOLD Membership from 2009 to 2015

SANCOLD Award

Our second recipient of 2014 is Professor Will
Alexander. He was overseas at the time of the
SANCOLD Conference in 2014, hence the delay in
handing over the Award. His Award citation
read as follows: Will Alexander is well known in
hydrological circles and SANCOLD still uses his
1990 publication on Flood Hydrology for
Southern Africa. This will eventually be replaced
once the revised SANCOLD Guidelines are
produced via the National Flood Study
Programme as we heard during the Conference.
Will Alexander served for his full career in the
former Department of Water Affairs.
He
instituted the well-known Hydro Course. He has
been an outspoken and somewhat controversial
person in connection with his comments on
climate change which has given professionals
much food for thought on the topic.
On retirement he accepted the post of Professor
in the Department of Civil Engineering at the
University of Pretoria in 1985. In addition to his
teaching and research commitments, he
volunteered to assist with the alleviation of the
plight of tens of thousands of people living in
flood prone informal settlements in South Africa.
These activities led to his appointment by the
Secretary General of the United Nations as a
member of the United Nations Scientific and
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Technical Committee on Natural Disasters from
1994 to the end of the international decade in
2000.
He retired from active teaching in 2000 but
continued with research, concentrating on
developing advanced analytical methods for
water resource development and management
as South Africa’s water resources approach
depletion.
He has written more than 200 papers,
presentations and books during his career. He
has also presented short courses to some two
thousand practitioners during the period 1978 to
date. Although Will Alexander has not been a
SANCOLD member he has participated in several
of its events and has been highly influential in its
activities particularly those related to flood
hydrology. Professor Will Alexander is therefore
recognised by SANCOLD for these exceptional
contributions to the dam industry in Southern
Africa and we have great pleasure in handing
over the SANCOLD award.













Danie Badenhorst handing over the Award
Certificate to Prof Will Alexander

ICOLD 2015: Norway

The event was fairly well organised. An
attendance of about 1 200 delegates and
accompanying
persons
from
62
countries was achieved. The South
African delegation numbered 23.
South Africa featured in many events.
The SANCOLD Power Point presentation
on ICOLD 2016 by the SANCOLD
Chairperson was well received as was
the Welcome Invitation by our Zulu
Warrior Zuko Vanyaza.
SANCOLD Chairperson Danie Badenhorst
had the singular honour of chairing the
Congress Session for Q99 which dealt
with Upgrading and Re-Engineering of
Existing Dams;
Two SANCOLD members (Kelvin Legge
and Louis Hattingh) who were authors of
Congress Papers were requested to
make verbal presentations for Questions
98 and 97 respectively;
Dr Jeff Smithers was approved as
member for Committee on Flood
Evaluation and Dam Safety;
South Africa had a stand in the
exhibition area to promote ICOLD 2016

South Africa’s delegation at the General
Assembly: Danie Badenhorst (front),
Dr Quentin Shaw (Rear)

SANCOLD had a strong delegation to the ICOLD
Annual Meeting and Congress in 2015 which was
held in Stavanger, Norway. SANCOLD played a
prominent role in the meeting and Congress as
follows:
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Chairperson Danie Badenhorst presenting South
Africa’s report on the hosting of ICOLD 2016

Zulu Warrior Zuko Vanyaza delivering the
invitation to attend ICOLD 2016

SANCOLD Stand: L to R: PCO Gugu Buthelezi,
Zuko Vanyaza, Paul Roberts and Janet Roberts

SANCOLD News

Professional Conference Organisers Tanya
Angell-Schau and Gugu Buthulezi at the South
African stand

Danie Badenhorst, Chairperson of Q99 and the
other Panel members

Kelvin Legge (assisted by Henry-John Wright)
delivering his presentation for Q98
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African Regional Club meeting in Stavanger:
Vice President Gerrit Basson handed over a
certificate to outgoing ICOLD President Adama
Nombre

ICOLD 2016

Louis Hattingh making a strong point during his
presentation in Q97

South African dinner in Stavanger
(We could only afford pizza!)

African Regional Club (ARC)

The African Regional Club with Prof Gerrit
Basson as Chairperson is going from strength to
strength. It met in Stavanger where some 28
persons attended.
The ARC website is
http://academic.sun.ac.za/icold-africa.
The
website was developed by Prof Basson. It can
also be accessed via the ICOLD website. The
new Vice President for Africa Dr Ahmed Chraibi
of Morocco will now take over the chair of the
ARC.

During 2015 a lot of work has been undertaken
in respect of the organisation of the Event and
the major activities were:
 Meetings of the Local Organising
Committee;
 Meetings
with
the
Professional
Conference Organiser (PCO);
 Refinement of the meeting programme;
 Selection of one-day technical tours and
study tours;
 Selection of Symposium and Workshop
theme and sub-topics;
 Call for Papers & received 450 Abstracts;
 Selection of meeting venues and hotels;
 Meeting and with the ICOLD SecretaryGeneral in Norway;
 Budget and programme development;
 Creation of the ICOLD 2016 website
www.icold2016.org which is now live.
 Registration is now open;

Local Organising Committee
SANCOLD News
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SANCOLD Management Committee

The Management Committee and Exco for 2015
and 2016 are shown below. As discussed above
the term of office of the Committee has been
extended for a year for ICOLD 2016.
Name
Danie Badenhorst*
Quentin Shaw*
David Cameron-Ellis*
Paul Roberts*
Gerrit Basson
Andre’ Bester
Michelle Blaeser
Danie Brink
Louis Hattingh*
Mo Moshodi
Beason Mwaka
Wally Ramokopa*
Jeff Smithers
Mari Trumpelmann
Fanie van Vuuren
Eduard Vorster/
Tente Tente (Alternate)
Henry-John Wright*
*Exco Members

Term of
Office
2016
2016
2017
2016
2018
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2016
2017
2016
2016
2017
2015

Remarks
Chairperson
Vice Chair
Treasurer
Secretary
ICOLD VP
Webmaster
Co-opted
YEF
DWS (P&I)
DWS (NWRI)
Co-opted

1990 Flood Hydrology Handbook. In order to
meet the demand for the publication, it has
been scanned and is available in electronic
format. The publication is 472 pages long and
the cost of the electronic version for members is
R150.00. Contact the SANCOLD Treasurer for
orders at treasurer@sancold.org.za

CPD Credits for ICOLD Events

Various queries have been received from
SANCOLD Members regarding CPD accreditation
for ICOLD Events. Enquiries were made via
SAICE and the following feedback was received:
“Any event outside of the country does not
require a SAICE or other VA validation number.
The delegate simply provides one of the
following as proof of attendance/participation to
claim the CPD points;
1. Certificate of attendance.
2. Proof of registration and payment for
attendance.

HESA
SAICE

2017

ICOLD Technical Committees and
SANCOLD Working Groups

SANCOLD is now represented on 15 ICOLD
Committees. SANCOLD Working Groups have
also been formed for these Committees. If
anyone is interested in participating in a Working
Group, please contact the SANCOLD Secretary.
Further information is on the SANCOLD website.

Unfortunately this would require a manual
submission of the ECSA forms as it cannot be
picked up on the ECSA website. The candidate
will only have to provide evidence if they are
selected for audit by ECSA so I would suggest
they keep the paperwork on file in case.
1 CPD = 8-10 hours (full day)”
Please keep this information for future use.

SANCOLD Flood Hydrology Handbook

The SANCOLD Flood Hydrology Handbook (1990)
by WJR Alexander is out of print, but is still used
by practitioners. The revision of the SANCOLD
Guideline on Floods will eventually replace the
SANCOLD News
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Free ICOLD Publications
for SANCOLD Members: Revised
Password System

A limited number of the printed
Proceedings (588 pages) are available at
R200 each. Contact the SANCOLD Secretary
secretary@sancold.org.za

SANCOLD now a Voluntary
Association of ECSA (VA A0046)

ECSA is an important entity for many dam
engineers as the regulatory body for Professional
Engineers. ECSA also has a Committee which
screens Approved Professional Persons in terms
of the dam safety regulations.
ECSA has provision for Voluntary Associations in
different categories. One of the benefits of
recognition is that registered members of a
Recognised Voluntary Association (Categories A
and B only) enjoy partial exemption from
payment of their ECSA annual fees. This partial
exemption of fees is substantial and applies to
both Candidate and Registered Professional
Engineers. In addition ECSA also provides CPD
points to such registered persons who are
members of SANCOLD.
Your SANCOLD
Membership Certificate will become an
important document in this regard! SANCOLD
applied and approval was received on 6 February
2015. .

ICOLD took a decision in 2009 regarding easier
(and cheaper) dissemination of its publications.
This has been done via the revamped ICOLD
website (www.icold-cigb.net).
The ICOLD
Central Office has now informed SANCOLD that
it has changed the password system. Each user
will be registered on the system in terms of their
e-mail address and a unique personal password
which is chosen by the individual. The personal
password now gives such members access to all
of the restricted sections of the ICOLD website.
It allows access to the Members’ Section on the
website and also for free downloading of ICOLD
Bulletins (reports). Any SANCOLD member
(Corporate or Individual) who requires this
access must first apply to the SANCOLD
Secretary for the password to be able to register
on the system.

Editor: SANCOLD News

Editor: Paul Roberts, Secretary: SANCOLD
Tel: 084 515 2773
E-mail: secretary@sancold.org.za
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